T36        . FAITHS, FAIRS, ^AND FESTIVALS.
Vishnu. They are mostly found in the Beccaa.
The members are particular about their food, Which
each has to prepare privately for himself. 'They
paint on their bodies, in white clay and red patches,
emblems .of Vishnu, such as the lotus, coach, and
discus. They retain the sacred thread, caney
rosaries, and wear orange-coloured clothes. Their
tilak is the trifala with a connecting streak across
the top of the nose. They follow doctrines from
Vedanta works and the Puranas.
2. Ramanandis, Ramavats,' or Ramats. This
sect is chiefly encountered in the Gangetic plains,
where they possess well-endowed monasteries.
They worship Rama and Sita chiefly, but also
Rama's brothers and Hanumaxu The members of
their principal sub-sects are called Bairagis, .and
Sanyasis; two others are known as Achari and
Khaki.
The Bairagis (a name common to most Vaishnava
sadhus) do not wear coloured clothes; they have
emblems of Vishnu branded on their right arms,
and are fond of head-cloths on which the names
Rama and Sita are printed.
The Sanyasis, who must not be confused with
those of the Saiva group, robe themselves in salmon-
coloured clothes of cotton; the Acharis wear gar-
ments made of silk and wool; and the Khakis, who
are generally naked, smear themselves with ashes.
All Ramanandis have the trifala as their sect
marie, carry rosaries, and wear the sacred thread,
whether they were previously entitled to do so or not.